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Field Day Preparations Underway 


by Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 


hat’s the name of the premier 

operating event of the year? You 
know, it’s the most fun you’re allowed to 
have without breaking the law. Field day, 
of course! 

Well, get ready because it’s only a few 
short weeks away and you don’t want to miss 
it. This year, field day will be the weekend 
of June 27" and 28". 

Where is it? Thanks to the generosity 
of Jim N4CAE and Beth KF4QMR Carroll, 
RARS once again will be able to return to 
this most excellent site in southwestern 
Wake county. There is a huge open grassy 
field with large trees at the perimeter and 
several strategically placed clumps of trees 


within. It’s perfect for wire antennas and 
there’s enough room to get plenty of sepa- 
ration between the skyhooks. Mutual inter- 
ference should be much less of a problem 
than in the past. See the map for directions 
to the site. 

Many of you are field day veterans but 
for those of you new to ham radio, field day 
is a contest sponsored each summer by the 
American Radio Relay League. It’s open to 
all US and Canadian amateurs and Is a test 
of operating skills and emergency prepared- 
ness. 

The ARRL says it best in the rules: “Ob- 
ject: To work as many stations as possible 
on any or all amateur bands (excluding the 
30, 17, and 12-Meter bands) and, in doing 
so, to learn to operate in abnormal situa- 


tions under less-than-optimum conditions. 

A premium is placed on skills and 
equipment developed to meet the challenge 
of emergency preparedness and to acquaint 
the public with the capabilities of Amateur 
Radio.” 

The spirit of Field Day is to set up and 
operate without commercial power and 
without using pre-existing stations or an- 
tennas. It’s what you get when you com- 
bine fast paced contesting with camping! 
It’s a guaranteed recipe for fun! Its no won- 
der that thousands of hams from the US 
and Canada participate. 

The goal is to work as many stations 
as possible in the 24 hour period from 2 


Continued on page 4 


RARS Board Tightens Budget Belt for 98/99 


by Gary Pearce, KN4AQ 


WwW" Hamfest income down 
and expenses up, the 
RARS Board of Directors had 
to find ways to cut club expenses 
during this year’s “budget talks” 
at the May board meeting. 

The results of that meeting 
will be presented to the club for 
a vote at the June meeting. Al- 
though budget figures are not 
included in the Exciter, they will 
be available at the club meeting. 
We had to look for several thou- 
sand dollars worth of savings 
from next year’s budget. The 
expense and income crunch 
came from higher mailing costs 
and reduced hamfest atten- 
dance, and from announced in- 
creases in fees from the Fair- 
grounds. 

To compensate, the board 
decided to spend less money on 


social activities, and is unable 
to fund some of the worthwhile 
activities of local ham groups 
who asked for financial assis- 
tance. You'll see a few less do- 
nuts, and a smaller variety of 
soda at meetings. 

Now off the schedule are 
the fall picnic, and the March 
birthday party. (Picnic atten- 
dance was down in ’97, as many 
club members had conflicts with 
company-sponsored events.) 
We reduced the Exciter budget 
as well. We’ve been getting a 
better deal on printing costs 
lately, and have been mailing 
the Exciter third class. 

The board opted to main- 
tain funding for an operator’s 
dinner at Field Day. And we’ll 
look into hosting an awards din- 
ner in March at a restaurant, the 
way the club did it about 9 years 
ago. The club would not under- 


write the cost of the dinner, how- 
ever. 

We’ve added spending a little 
money on encouraging club con- 
test operating events like those 
hosted by Jeff AC4ZO this past 
year (at his own expense). The 
repeater budget is intact, and the 
Christmas party is still on the 
schedule. 


Why do we need to cut back 
when we have money in the 
bank? The answer is that it is a 
cushion against a hamfest “di- 
saster.” The hamfest is easily 
at the mercy of last-minute 
emergencies (severe weather, 
building damage, etc.). We’ll 
stay on our feet if that occurs. 


New Wake County EC Appointed 


ohn Jaskolka N4YRD has 

been appointed as Wake 
County EC, following a long dry 
spell without one. 

According to SM Reed 
Whitten, AB4W, Jerry Davis, 
KE4TTS was the EC, but Jerry 
denies it. Actually, Jerry con- 
tinues to recruit and plan for 
ARES during actual emergen- 
cies and drills planned by other 


agencies. There hasn’t been an 
EC since Tom Klimala KM4LB 
retired from the post several 
years ago. 

John almost became EC 
when Tim left the post, but just 
as the appointment was about to 
be made, a job change whisked 
him and his wife Terri off to 
Utah. We’re glad to have him 
back. 
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he EXCITER is published monthly by 

the Raleigh Amateur Radio. Society, 
and is available to its members at no cost 
Letters to the Editor, technical articles, 
items of interest to the amateur radio co 
munity and guest editorials are welcomed. 

Articles published i in the EXCITER do 


ors Be 
AR: CORNER 


by Gary Pearce, KN4AQ 


K, let me begin with something about 

HF. My dipole’ back up! The after- 
noon before my wedding, Jeff AC4ZO (my 
Best Man), and Mac W4PVT (Father of the 
Bride) and I rebuilt the dipole. Jeff brought 
his bow and arrow, and he aimed true, over 
a tall branch of a tree in the woods behind 
our lot. With Cyndié help (KD4ACW, the 
Bride), and only marginally resembling a 
Keystone Kops movie, we hauled the dipole 
back into the air. I did wait to get the feed 
line connected into the shack until after the 
wedding and honeymoon, but I believe I can 
claim my priorities were in order from the 
ham§ point of view. 

Once I got a chance to check it out, I 
parked on 10 meters, talking to a couple of 
locals on a very quiet band. One fellow was 
in north Raleigh, and one was mobile in 
Granville County, a pretty good haul. Nei- 
ther one was very strong here in north Cary. 
I happened to mention that 10 meters 
sounded pretty quiet, and I didnt think the 
band was open. Immediatly, a strong voice 
boomed in, saying “Dont be so sure!”” OK, 
who this? I asked. “LU2FFD in Argen- 
tina,” came the reply, at S-9. Guess the di- 
pole works. 

Wedded Bliss 

Right on schedule, Cyndi and I got mar- 
ried. That was on April 25th, at 11 am, 
followed by a reception at a local hotel. A 
pretty strong contingent of hams was present 
— sorry we couldnt invite the whole club 
roster (and one point before the wedding, 
Cyndi did hold up a roster and say “well, 
here’ our guest list!”). Id like to point out 
that I WAS WEARING my dual-band HT 
throughout the ceremony. It was off at that 
point, but earlier Cyndi and I were coordi- 
nating events on UHF simplex. We were 
following the tradition where I did not see 
her in her wedding dress until she made her 
grand entrance, so the coordination helped. 
And what an entrance it was. It literally 
took my breath away as Cyndi and her fa- 
ther, Mac Wood W4PVT, came through the 
doors at the back of the church. 

For those keeping score, Cyndi and I 
are the second couple to meet and marry 


though RARS (that we know of). The first 
couple was Ed and Nobel Breeden, N4SSU 
and N4U0Q, almost 10 years ago. I first 
laid eyes on Cyndi when she was studying 
Morse Code in a RARS class in 1991. I 
stopped by the class to videotape the action. 
Once licensed, Cyndi became involved in 
public service activity, Operation Santa 
Claus, and the hamfest, and we crossed 
paths often (sometimes intentionally). Our 
first “date” happened at the June 1992 VHF 
contest, when I invited her to come ‘rov- 
ing” with me and give the club station some 
extra points from adjacent grid squares. The 
rest is history. 

Thanks for everyone’ good wishes, and 
especially to the Fix’ N4YTO and KE4FCIJ, 
and the WittichS’ AC4ZO and KD4ZVW, 
for being part of our bridal party, arranging 
showers and bachelor parties, and just be- 
ing great friends. 

Rules RULE! 

Some hams think the ARRL was try- 
ing to pull a fast one, asking the FCC for a 
declaratory ruling that would require con- 
formance with our voluntary band plans in 
order to be following “good amateur prac- 
tice.” The FCC instead turned the petition 
into a request for rulemaking, and assigned 
it RM-9259. 

The league says compliance with vol- 
untary band plans has been slipping, and 
would like to see greater FCC recognition 
of the plans, without carving them in stone. 
The proposal doesnt address enforcement 
at all, and deliberately remains vague. So 
far, my favorite comment about this came 
from Max, KO4TV . Max said the proposal 
did address a real problem, but was wor- 
ried that the curemight be worse than the 
disease. 

RM-9259 was quickly overshadowed by 
a much higher impact rulemaking request. 
The Land Mobile Communications Coun- 
cil is asking the FCC to reassign our 450 
MHz UHF band to business radio use (with 
hams taking crumbs as secondary users to 
business radio). There’ a feature-length 
article in the Exciter about it. 

Here Comes Field Day! 

‘Its the premier operating event of the 
Amateur Radio Year.” I1l be the 75-meter 
SSB band captain again (along with Dick 
KD4ISC, but I guess I better ask him) and 
Cyndi. We had a lot of fun last year, and 
several new hams got a chance to do a lot 
of operating at our station and others. You 
dont want to miss this one. 
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Mock Hurricane Draws Help From Hams 


by John Jaskolka, N4YRD 

hile the rest of North 

Carolina was enjoying 
the first hot, sunny day of 1998, 
about 50 people were working 
hard to cleanup after the hurri- 
cane that hit around Raleigh the 
day before. 

It seems a mock hurricane 
landed in Wake and Franklin 
counties during the night of 15 
May. Saturday morning, the 
Red Cross called their volun- 
teers for help. 

The chapter house in Ra- 
leigh was opened along with a 
shelters in Raleigh and Wake 
Forest and a service center in 
Wake Forest. Once all opera- 
tions were closed, a post-drill 
briefing was held to review the 
success and the places improve- 
ments could still be made. By 3 
PM the hurricane was long gone 
and all damage was undone. 

Most of the damage was 
north of Raleigh. (Somehow 
this hurricane managed to land 
here but not damage anywhere 
around the area.) Red Cross 
said that they were able to get 
all facilities opened in record 
breaking time. They were quite 
pleased with their ability to re- 
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spond more quickly and effi- 
ciently than 
in the past. 

N4YRD received a call at 
7am on Saturday 16 May. He 
was asked to come to the Ra- 
leigh chapter house and to get 
two other hams for assignments 
to be made. At 8 am we had a 
briefing to advise the status of 
the event. Within an 1.5 hours 
the two shelters were opened 
and the service center was open- 
ing. 

Shortly after the shelters 
opened, we had hams staffed in 
3 of the 4 locations (actually all 
4 were staffed because the ser- 
vice center and shelter in Wake 
Forest were in the same room.) 
The drill ended at 12:30 PM, 
right after lunch was served. 

HAM radio came through 
again! This is the first time Red 
Cross decided to try a new 
method of communications, cel- 
lular phones. N4YRD advised 
them that cellular communica- 
tions were not necessarily the 
best method of communications 
in a large disaster; however, they 
were worth trying since Red 
Cross handles many different 
sizes of disasters. As usual, cel- 
lular phones failed!!! _ The ser- 


Become A Member of the — 
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to the club. Dues for regular licensed 
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ate family members pay $5.00 each per 


Applications for membership may y he 
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ter editor, or at any i RARS ne 


vice center phone never worked 
once it arrived in Wake Forest. 
Ham radio was the only commu- 
nication method available to 
them for the drill, except for 
whey they cheated and used the 
shelter’ phone. 

Another chance to shine 
came at the very end of the drill. 
The Raleigh shelter, directly 
across the street from the chap- 
ter house, could not be reached 
by cellular phone to tell them to 
close down the drill. This phone 
had worked all morning with no 
problems at all. When contacted 
by ham radio, the phone ap- 
peared to be working; however, 
it did not ring when called from 
headquarters. The much desired 
message was delivered over the 
ham air waves; and, immedi- 
ately after, the phone started 
working again. 

N4YRD stayed for the 
briefing after the drill. Red 
Cross did not have their com- 
munications person in atten- 
dance so the presiding officer 
allowed N4YRD to talk on be- 
half of communications. It was 
pointed out that their first at- 
tempt at high-tech communica- 
tions failed, even under the best 
of circumstances; and, 


that amateur radio was able to 
handle the communications in 
every event. In fact, several of 
the workers in headquarters at 
the chapter house found it much 
easier to ask ham radio to pass 
a message than to look up the 
phone number and call the 
phone at the shelter. 

Just a few people put on a 
good enough show to prove, 
once again, amateur radio is still 
a method of communication that 
local agencies can count on to 
serve in a disaster. About the 
only way we can let them down 
is to not show- up when re- 
quested. 

Many thanks to AF4JG, Bill 
Powell; AE4MY, Frank Bridges; 
and N4ZUD, Terri Jaskolka for 
their assistance. Their several 
hours of effort put another large 
feather in the hat of amateur ra- 
dio in Wake County and with 
Red Cross. (Remember, these 
days when everyone wants to 
take away our frequencies for 
commercial use, the more large 
agencies we have on our side, 
the better. They can be a great 
help if we need to muster testi- 
mony to our use of the bands for 
public service.) 


Current Members 
Need to Renew for 
98/99 


I° time to renew your RARS member 
ship! Check the mailing label on your 
Exciter. Your RARS membership expires on 
the date shown on the label. For most mem- 
bers, that will be this June 30th. A check 
made out to “RARS” for the amount of your 
dues will keep you current. You can renew 
by check or cash at the club meeting or mail 
checks only to the treasurer: 


Mike Murphy WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Ct. 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
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Field Day 98 (continued from p. 1) 


PM Saturday until 2 PM Sunday. The fo- 
cus 1s on HF operation but there is a place 
for VHF, UHF, packet and even satellite 
operation. Sharp operating skills with em- 
phasis on persistence and patients are the 
keys to success. Bedlam will reign on the 
bands that weekend! 

If youve never operated HF before, 
this is a great opportunity to get you feet 
wet. We will have a separate cw and phone 
station for 80, 40 and 20 meters and a 7" 
station that will cover all of 15 and 10 
meters. There will also be a station set up 
and operated exclusively by novice and 
technician class operators as well as a 
VHF/UHF operation. 

This year for the first time, digital sub- 
bands are treated as a separate band so it 
possible to work a station on 40 meters 3 


times, phone, cw and digital (RTTY). 
Digital contacts count 2 points, just like 
CW. Each station is headed by a band 
captain, a person that plans and coordi- 
nates the set up and operation of the sta- 
tion. 

Most of the band captains are still 
looking for help. Operators are needed as 
well as folks that can help set up and take 
down the antennas and equipment. Set up 
is allowed to start 24 hours before field 
day so Friday the 26" at 2 PM marks the 
start of the fun! A lot of us will be camp- 
ing out both Friday and Saturday night. 

Now that your champing at the bit to 
get started,check out the list of band cap- 
tains. If you can help in any way, please 
contact one of them directly. If your not 
sure how you can help or you just have 


Field Day 98: Band Captains 


80 CW 
80 PH 
40 CW 
40 PH 


Bob NA4G 
Gary KN4AQ 
Neal N4HAF 


20 CW 

20 PH 

15/10 CW/PH 
NOV/TECH 
VHF/UHF 


Jeff AC4ZO 
Rick KA3PSK 
Chuck K4HF 
Mike KE40Q0 
available 


RALEISH 


HGNWIAY &5 


nendcaen Road 


FIELD DAY '38 
RARS W4DW SITE 


June 27 and 28 


Mie aephy WRB $47-4041 wadbrgipagesz net 


GEPERAL SIE 
iCcAICN “~~ 


847-0069 rdkeys@seedlab 1 .cropsci.ncsu.edu 
380-9944 
848-8840 
Sharon KD4ACK 847-4641 
362-9456 jwittich@nortel.ca 
870-8268 
872-6555 
303-2171 


kn4aq.gary @mms.net 
n4haf@aol.com 
kd4ack @ pagesz.net 


miracO 1 @ibm.net 
charles littlewood@nt.com 
ke4ogo.mike@juno.com 
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Teen eum loft ote Mew M4 Read 
Sey aiey CIOSSing DACk 
avert t_moke the rept iefi on 
Frigneship Rood. Trevel 1 rida 
and tum nght a d$0t Friandship. 


The teld aoe surrounding the 
nouse 2rd bam as yrei as the 
sinaier esolated fied tornprise the 
Field Day site, 


some questions, please contact me, Mike, 
WA4BPJ at 847-4641 or 
wa4bpj @pagesz.net. If your interested in 
operating digitally or have an all mode 
TNC that can be used on HF, contact Gary, 
KN4AQ. 

It8 been the tradition during the past 
few years for the field day operators, their 
families and interested RARS members to 
get together for a Saturday evening meal 
at the field day site. It takes a lot of work 
and preparation to have this meal. I'm 
looking for an individual or group to or- 
ganize and run it. Plenty of help will be 
needed. 

We will need folks to take food to the 
operators that will be manning the trans- 
mitters during the picnic. Its’ customary 
for folks that attend the picnic to bring a 
covered dish. If you are willing to help in 
any way, please contact me. 

Contact the band captains or myself 
if you have any equipment that you would 
like to make available for Field Day. To 
get their stations on the air, band captains 
need Transceivers, tuners, coax, wire for 
dipole antennas, multimode TNCs for the 
digital modes, computers for logging, gen- 
erators, gas cans, lots of 100 ft. heavy 
extension cords, lights, screen room shel- 
ters for the station, fans, tables for the 
equipment, lawn chairs, ice chests, food, 
coffee pots. 


Did you know... 


That the Secretary has a copy 
of all the RARS newsletters 
from 1969? They are archived 
in the “RARS Cabinet” along 
with lots of other historical 
tidbits about the club. The 
cabinet is available for 
inspection by any RARS 
member. Call the Secretary 
for an appointment. 
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RTP Foxhunt Great Success; More Events in the Future? 


Lyn, W4WDN 


he RTP FOXHUNT has to 
be called a resounding 
SUCCESS! 

Registration details 
and fox tending interfered 
somewhat with the orderliness 
of the demonstrations before 
the hunt, but the information 
must have been transferred 
successfully, because prizes 
were won using the techniques 
taught! Next time we need to 
have more helpers so some 
more advanced procedures can 
be covered. 

A total of 12 people 
were listed on our registration 
sheets, plus Ed and myself, for 
a total of 14. A total of eight 
hunter teams were formed. The 
equipment used by the teams 
included an HT, an HT plus an 
attenuator tube, an HT with a 
hand-held yagi, an HT with a 
step attenuator and a yagi, on 
up to a doppler system. All the 
teams were provided with 
maps of the area in which the 
foxes were to be found. Some 
teams had compasses and some 
did not. One late arrival had a 
GPS unit. 

Our fantastic Fox 
Meister, Ed Lappi, AE4EC, 
had 
3 foxes out in the field on three 


SM Declares Last Term; Recall Threatened 


different frequencies. The fre- 
quency of the first fox was an- 
nounced to the assembled 
group at exactly 2 pm and ev- 
eryone was Off on the hunt. The 
first fox was quite weak at the 
shopping center and it was very 
difficult for some of the HTs to 
get a good signal, but the tones 
on the first fox signal were 
helpful. 

The first fox was lo- 
cated within a very few miles 
of the starting point and was a 
short walk off a paved road. It 
was arranged so that the final 
search had to be done on foot 
as vehicles could not get into 
the area. 

As the teams homed 
in on the first fox and found it, 
they recovered numbered tags 
to show which team was first, 
second, third, etc., and then 
read a note which told the fre- 
quency of the second fox. The 
same thing was repeated at the 
second and third foxes. Some 
hunters reported that the sec- 
ond fox was more difficult to 
find because it was not broad- 
casting tones. One hunter re- 
ported actually hearing the 
third ond fox because he 
passed close by it and his re- 
ceiver bandwidth was wide 
enough to let it leak in. 


The rules specified 
that prizes would be awarded 
to the teams which found the 
foxes with minimum miles 
travelled, so speed was not im- 
portant. 

Three teams found all 
three foxes. Fred Decker, 
KE4IXL, used an HT, a hand- 
held Yagi antenna, and a step 
attenuator to find all three 
foxes 
in just 9 miles of travel, which 
gave him the right to choose 
first among the prizes. He 
chose the 2 meter yagi as his 
prize. 

Lynn and _ Alan 
Pitegoff, KO4QH and AB40Z, 
used an HT with a tube attenu- 
ator to win second prize with 
just 10 miles of travel. Michael 
Copeland, KF4AUC, also used 
an HT with a tube attenuator 
to come in third with 16 miles 
of travel. 

Of the remaining 
teams, one team had to leave 
after finding just one fox be- 
cause of a prior schedule 
comittment. Another team 
found that a handheld yagi 
without a step attenuator made 
it very difficult when working 
in close. Another team started 
too late and the hunt ended be- 
fore they had time to find a fox. 


After the hunt, the 
hunters sounded very positive 
about having learned a lot and 
about wanting to have another 
hunt in the near future. Some 
of them expressed interest in 
group actvities such as ordering 
parts to build step attenuators or 
hand-held equipment. Ed says 
that next time he would like to 
be a hunter instead of a fox. 

Now it is time for a 
little survey to see where we go 
from here. Several people sug- 
gested about once a month for 
hunts. Is this too often? Id re- 
ally hate to see people get tired 
of them and I wonder if 30 days 
is enough time for people to 
build new equipment, etc. Also, 
the nice prizes were all donated 
but it took a while to round up 
the donors. 

Do we need prizes to 
convince people to attend or is 
the chance of learning new skills 
enough incentive? What is the 
first piece of equipment we 
should build — a step attenua- 
tor? 

So let me know your 
thoughts about the hunt and 
these questions. Try to circu- 
late this report so we can get 
input from others, too. 


Need Antenna Supplies right away 
(coax, wire, connectors, and more)? 


his will be the last term for North Caro 

lina ARRL Section Manager Reed 
Whitten AB4W. Reed made this announce- 
ment in the June QST ‘Section News”. 

Reed won the recent SM election, his 
6th term, in a fairly close 3-way race against 
Roger Allen KD4MYE, of Wake Forest and 
Billy Mitchell WB4SGA, of Mebane. Reed 
received 730 votes to Roger’ 657 and 
Billy’ 636. 
Recall threatened: 

In SM elections, the candidate with the 
most votes wins. In this race, Reed won 
with considerably less than 50% of the to- 


tal vote. 

Some hams in the Raleigh area have re- 
ceived recall petitions recently, and it ap- 
pears a recall campaign is under way. 

If the petitions gather enough signa- 
tures from ARRL members, League HQ will 
conduct a recall election, asking if mem- 
bers in the NC section want to recall their 
SM. And if more than 50% say they do, 
ARRL President Rod Stafford W6ROD will 
appoint a new SM, in consultation with 
Roakoke Division Director John Kanode 
N4MM. 


Call Uncle Joe anytime! 


Need a Comtelco Mobile Antenna for 2 
and/or 440 or a Mag mount ? 
Call Uncle Joe anytime! 


Please visit Uncle Joe’ Ham Shack’at 
www. ipass.net/~wb5zpq/are | .htm 


Joe Saah WBSZPQ 
wb5zpq @juno.com 
Garner, NC 
779-5659 
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RARSFest Volunteer Honor Roll: 


by Cyndi Pearce, KD4ACW 


have that problem each year. 


up attendance! 


know if I missed anyone. 


AB4EL Steve Modena 
AB4OZ Alan Pitegoff 
AC4QX_ Lauren Taylor 


AC4ZO_ Jeff Wittich 
AD4UL Doug Sweet 

any thanks to those that AE4CD Charles Hall 

helped with the RARSfest AE4FG Kelly Mills 
this year! This is the first year AF4FI Frank Yawn 
we were 100% staffed which is K4FEP Mel Harrod 
something you all should pat K4HF Chuck Littlewood 
yourselves on the back for!Iac- K4PSP Mike Falzone 
tually had to turn down offers K4SAN 
for help on the weekend of the KA2FWC Frank Scaraglino 
fest. We should be so lucky to. KA3PSK Rick Merkle 
KA4NSA Alan Plaks 

Any comments on KA4PSN Robert Delius 
things we could do better or _KA4YNH Mary Glen Goss 
ways would could increase at- KBOTDP Steve Jobes 
tendance would be greatly ap- KB4AQH Annette Rogers 
preciated. Youcan send thoseto KB4MDZ Chuk Gleason 
me at snockw@vms.sas.com. KB4RZ Rick Jackson 
We were down slightly in atten- KB4TKQ Rick Crapse 
dance this year, 2,963. Last KBSZIH Ashby Spratley HI 
years was 3,233. Although this KC4SAM Gifford Moore 
seems to be a trend for all KC4SYV Sandy Thomas 
hamfests Id like to not follow ©KC4UPX Bernard Blackman 
the pack, so let me know if you KC4UQN Bruce Buck 
have any ideas on how to beef KD4ACK Sharon Murphy 
KD4IRZ Rob Orander 
HereSalistofthe kind © KD4ISC Dick Orander 

folks that helped out. MANY KD4JMK Ken Boone 
THANKS AGAIN!!! Let me KD4LLQ Bill Lyon 
KD4OKP Ginger Merkle 
KD4SLQ Wayne Backwell 
KD4WQU David Marable 
KD4YJV_ Gerry Cassara 
KD4ZVW Bobbie Wittich 
KE4DNK Paul Lewis 


Dave Thomas 


KE4FCJ Pat Fix 


KF4EAG Josh Tate 


Scanner/Short Wave Listening SIG 
Report: 


by Kelly Mills, AE4FG 


he May meeting of the Scanner/SWL 

SIG was held on the 18th (third Mon- 
day, as always). The meeting was held at 
the El Rodeo restaurant on Pleasant Val- 
ley Road in Raleigh. Our speaker was Les 
Harmon, KF4UEV, Fire Marshall for the 
City of Garner. 

Weekly Net: Remember the 
Scanner/Shortwave Listening net, held 
every Monday night (except meeting 
night) at 9:00PM on 145.19 repeater. 

Next Meeting: The next meet- 


ing will be held on Monday, June 15th at 
El] Rodeo restaurant as listed above. Tom 
McKee, K4ZAD, will be presenting a pro- 
gram featuring radio data formats. We will 
meet upstairs for dinner at 6:30 and the 
meeting will start at 7:30. 

There are no dues or fees for par- 
ticipating in the Scanner/SWL SIG. If you 
have non-ham friends interested in scan- 
ning or SWLing, please invite them to at- 
tend. 

For more information, e-mail Bob 
Zeher (ke4jvy @juno.com) or Kelly 
Mills (ae4fg@juno.com), or call Bob at 
481-9107. 


KE4DRI Ruth Bloodworth 
KE4DRJ Joey Murphy 
KE4DRL Katie Murphy 
KE4DRN James Marolda 


KE4FUO Henry Fisher 
KE4IXL Fred Decker 
KE4IZP Mark Slaughter 
KE4IZZ Fontella Spratley 
KE4JRL Judy Kessler 
KE4NKX _ Jim Spratley 
KE40Q0 Mike Milan 
KE4TMM Alan Pippen 
KE4TUD Charles Elliott 
KE4ZNS Conner Atkeson 
KF4AUC Mike Copeland 


KF4EUT Gwen Boyles 
KF4EZT Jack Holzapfel 
KF4HQS Richard Wehe 
KF4IUP Jay Harrison 
KF4JKQ Thomas Babb 
KF4JKR_ Erik Williams 
KF4KBM Dave Head 
KF4NIR Ralph Embrey 
KF4RDP Cliff Broughton 
KF4RTX Tim Nicholson 
KF4SER Harriette King 
KF4VJC Greg Miller 
KJ4SO Woody Winstead 
KM4BU_ Walter Price 
KN4AQ_ Gary Pearce 
KN4G_ Norman Plaks 
KO4QH Lynn Pitegoff 
KO4TV_ Max Bloodworth 


KS4VX_ Roger Boyles 
KT4OC_ Bruce Tankleff 
KU4HM Carl King 
NOWP Bill Pond 
N2OWZ._ Jeff Scofield 
N3VEJ Doug Wittich 
N4BYO_ Jim Dubreck 
N4HAF Neal Fisher 
N4VQN Bob Rinn 
N4VQT Rick Yost 
N4YRO _ Barbara Yost 
N4YTO_ David Fix 
N4ZVU Israel Pattison 
N9CGD_ Tom Doligalski 
NA4G_ Bob Keys 
W2YBN John Mentha 
W4TIM Tim Buehlmann 
W4VFJ Charlie Brown 
W4WDN Lyn Williams 
W5PGX_ Ashby Spratley 
WA4GIR Joe White 
WA4LHE Glenn Clary 
WA4OOD Jack Davis 
WB2EYC Clyde Carl 
WB4DRJ Lee Rogers 
WD4KSE Mark Freeze 
WD4RDT Wilbur Goss 
WN4TYB MaryJo Littlewood 
CAMILLE Camille Durfee 
CATHY Cathy Rinn 
CONNIE Connie Pond 
IRENE Irene Moore 
JASON Jason Elliott 
KATHLEEN Kathleen Rinn 
LARRY Larry Stover 


W4TIM 


Robert P. Buehlmann 
Historian and collector 


of 


Antique Radios, Artifacts & 
Documentation, 
Commercial, Amateur 


and Military 


1314 Chaney Rd. 
Raleigh NC 27606 
(919) 851-5169 


Exciter, June 1998 


Fox Hunt 
From the Foxs 
Point of View 


s I, AE4EC, was the Fox 
aster, I left the starting 
point at about quarter after two 
Sunday afternoonb to make sure 
that Fox number | was opera- 
tional and with sufficient power 
to be heard at the starting point 
at Homestead Market on High- 
way 54. 

As I remotely powered up 
Fox number he I 
immediatlyrealized that it 
needed 
more power so I hurried to the 
site where it was hidden and in- 
creased power. I then moved my 
vecicle up the road a couple of 
hundred feet or so and waited 
for the first hunters to arrive in 
the area. 

The first two vehicles to ar- 
rive were drive by Fred, KE41XL 
and Alan, AB450Z. 

The immedately jumped out 
of their vehicles and asked me 
if IO was at the Fox location. I 
had to dissapoint them and in- 
form them that they still had 
some hunting (sniffing out the 
fox) to do. While Fred and Alan 
were closing in on Fox #1, 
Michael, KF4AUC arrived on 
the scene and started sniffing out 
Fox 
#1, but when he found Fox #3 
first I realized my first great mis- 
take. Fox #3 was too close to 
Fox #1 and its transmission was 
being picked up thru the case 
of Michael8d HT. Have to do 
better next time. 

While the first three hunt- 
ers were still looking for Fox #1, 
David and Margaret , AE4KY 
and AE4KZ arrived on the scene 
followed immediatly by, Joseph, 
KF4QYY and his brother James, 
KF4QYX. 

While watching all of these 


Continued on Page 9 


The HT Arch -- Bridesmaid Pat 
Fix KE4FCJ (bending back to 
adjust Cynds dress), Best Man 
Jeff Wittich AC4ZO, holding 
half the HT-Arch, Lovely Bride 
Cyndi Pearce (formerly Cyndi 
Wood) KD4ACW, Hapless 
Groom Gary Pearce KN4AQ (I 
dont exactly know what “hap- 
less” means, but it sounds right), 
Groomsman David Fix N4YTO, 
holding the other half of the HT- 
Arch. 


Baltimore Amateur Radio Club 


April 15, 1998 


To Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
Secretary 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 


Dear Sir; 


On behalf of the executive committee, Field Day chairman and entire 
membership of the Baltimore Amateur Radio Club, | would like to extend our 
thank you for the copy of your Field Day 1997 video tape. 


lt was shown this evening during our club meeting, to approximately 45 
members and guests. 


Our membership was impressed by many facets of your operation, most notably: 


o The news coverage and public information outreach 


o The magnitude of a 7A operation 


o The support of organizations such as the American Red Cross, in 
providing logistical services 


As you may be aware, BARC has been trying to improve our standings in Field 
Day over the last two years. We are, therefore, most interested in seeing 
information of this nature. 


Please pass along our expressions of gratitude to President Pearce and all 
of your Field Day team. We will certainly be thinking of you on June 27 as 
we all once again commence to make the calls. A Very 73 from all of us 

here to all of you, and Good Luck in the Contest. 


Doug Wittich, N3VEJ 
Corresponding Secretary 
Baltimore Amateur Radio Club 


Band Threat: Land Mobile Asks FCC 


For Amateur 440 MHz Band 


Land Mobile users to Amateurs: “We want your UHF band!” 


by Gary Pearce KN4AQ 


he Land Mobile Communi 

cations Council has just 
asked the FCC to give it our 440 
MHz Amateur Band. 

In a 72 page petition 
dated April 22, 1998, the 
LMCC stated itS case for need- 
ing lots of additional spectrum 
into the next century. 

One band they re- 
quested immediately is the top 
and bottom 10 MHz of the Ama- 
teur 420-450 MHz band. The 
FCC responded by assigning the 
petition an “RM” number (RM- 
9567), making it an official 
“Request for Rulemaking.” 
This is NOT an FCC endorse- 
ment of the request, just a nor- 
mal step in the rulemaking pro- 
cess. 

The LMCC makes the 
strongest case they can. First, 
they point out that there are two 
classes of business radio users, 
Private Mobile Radio Service 
(PMRS), and Commercial Mo- 
bile Radio Service (CMRS), and 
that spectrum allocations be- 
tween the two services is uneven 
and unfair. 

LMCCS members use 
PMRS, private radio systems 
used as a tool in their daily busi- 
ness. Their competition for 
spectrum, CMRS, sells commu- 
nications services to other busi- 
nesses and the public (services 
like paging, community repeat- 
ers and cellular phones). The 
CMRS folks have been buying 
spectrum at the FCC auctions 
youve been hearing about. 
PMRS has been left in the dust. 

But the LMCC says 
PMRS users really need lots 


more spectrum, and buying ser- 
vice from CMRS providers isnt 
always practical. Their petition 
gives many examples of over- 
crowding, including a claim that 
two people died recently as a re- 
sult of shared spectrum chaos 
involving crane operators un- 
loading cargo at a port: “This 
congestion can, and does, bring 
life-threatening consequences 
when operators hear “Drop it!” 
from other nearby users and 
mistakenly believe the com- 
mand was intended for them. 
Two deaths in the Los Angeles 
port in the past 90 days were the 
results of this type of mix-com- 
munication from a shared chan- 
nel.” (RM-9567, paragraph 16.) 

The LMCC petition re- 
quests lots of space in the bands 
above 1000 MHz, but they say 
their most urgent, immediate 
need is for spectrum near 450 
MHz. They have asked for 420- 
430 MHz, and 440-450 MHz, to 
be used as paired channels with 
20 MHz offsets. This will let 
them use available, off-the-shelf 
equipment right away, while 
hardware for higher frequencies 
is being developed. 

The LMCC does rec- 
ognize that Amateurs occupy 
that spectrum now. “The band 
is generally popular with radio 
amateurs, currently on a second- 
ary basis, with repeater use in 
440-450 MHz and satellite links 
and amateur television in 430- 
440 MHz,” they say in para- 
graph 71 (missing entirely the 
link and ATV use in 420-430 
MHz). 

Then, with an unin- 
tended touch of irony, they say 
in paragraph 73: “The LMCC 
believes that the 430-440 MHz 


sub-band is more important to 
the amateurs for use in emerg- 
ing technologies such as links 
with spacecraft and amateur 
television applications. Amateur 
applications in the 420-430/ 
440-450 MHz should remain 
secondary to PMRS. Further- 
more, to the extent that new 
PMRS advanced services are 
implemented here, equipment 
availability and technology 
would benefit amateurs pursu- 
ing such applications as com- 
pressed video television in the 
430-440 MHz band. Though the 
most urgent need for PMRS is 
the more traditional voice and 
low speed data applications, ul- 
timate band structuring might 
include a portion dedicated to 
these advanced services.” 

So, they propose shar- 
ing, with hams being secondary 
and on a non-interference basis 
to them, but they dont say how 
that might work. With conven- 
tional narrowband FM technol- 
ogy, it wont work (thatS what 
we use, what they admit they1I 
use initially). Well just have to 
vacate any channel that PMRS 
decides it wants to use. 

How Real Is The Threat? 

Very real. This is the 
first time that a credible, well 
known spectrum user organi- 
zation has stepped up to the 
plate and directly stated “We 
want the ham$ UHF band.” 

There’ no interna- 
tional consideration as there was 
with the ‘little LEOS” satellite 
flap. 

The strongest mitigating factor, 
and our best protection from this 
assault so far, is that we share 
the band with the government, 
and it is in use by the military 


(UHF users around here occa- 
sionally hear a buzz, like a 
swarm of bees flying through 
the repeaters — that’ military 
RADAR sharing the band with 
us). 

There is also a pro- 
posal pending to use 440-450 
MHz for Wind Profiler RADAR, 
again shared with hams. The 
LMCC addresses this briefly, 
stating that a downsized m 
ilitary can do without the spec- 
trum, and that Wind Profilers 
should go somewhere else. 

These points give the 
LMCC a significant hurdle, but 
if they manage to win on those 
points, then itS just us & them, 
nose to nose, value to value. 
What Can You Do? 

The period for filing 
comments on RM-9267 expires 
on June Ist, so if youte reading 
this in the Exciter, it8 probably 
too late to do that. This time 
around, the FCC isnt accepting 
comments by e-mail (guess they 
felt burned after the avalanche 
generated by the little LEO8). 
Watch ARRL bulletins for any 
extension of the comment dead- 
line, and for a notification of re- 
ply comments. 

What Happens Next? 

IF the FCC buys the 
LMCC proposal, and the mili- 
tary and Wind Profiler folks sign 
off as well, the next step would 
be a Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking from the FCC, de- 
tailing exactly how things would 
work. That may be similar to 
what was requested in the peti- 
tion, or it may be much differ- 
ent. There would be another 
opportunity for comments at 
that time. How fast this could 
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Family Radio Service Gaining Popularity 


by Gary Pearce, KN4AQ 


bout two years ago, the 

CC created a new, short- 

range, no-license CB service in 
the 460 MHz FM band. 

Several radio models are 
now available for what is offi- 
cially called the “Family Radio 
Service,” or FRS, and the band 
is beginning to take off. 

All FRS radios are 1/2 watt 
handhelds. Most are very small, 
and most cover all of the 14 FRS 
channels (listed below). Many 
of the well-known companies 
are producing them — Ive seen 
Motorola, Icom, Kenwood, 
Yaesu, Midland, and Radio 
Shack, and there are probably 
more out there. 

Prices range from about 
$60 for a one-channel Radio 
Shack unit on sale, to about 
$150 for Motorola’ radio. The 
FCC rules* prohibit external an- 
tennas, gain antennas, amplifi- 
ers, repeaters and phone 
patches. 

The radios are designed to 
be very simple and easy to oper- 
ate. And they are, except that 
they all incorporate CTCSS 
squelch. CTCSS is a difficult 
enough concept for many hams, 
and utterly baffling to the non- 

technical public. A few models 
also offer speech-inversion 
scrambling for more privacy. 

The FRS band was created 
to provide an unlicensed, short- 
range, general purpose commu- 
nications service. 1/2 watt from 
a UHF handheld’ rubber duck 
will buy you a half mile easily, 
and if you can get a little eleva- 
tion, you can talk a lot farther. 

I’ve scanned the FRS 
channels around Raleigh and 
have heard little. But on a re- 
cent ski trip to Colorado, my 
scanner picked up lots of activ- 
ity. Skiing is a natural for short- 
range radio communications. 


Most people ski in small 
groups, but, with different abil- 
ity levels and interests, its hard 
to keep a group together. Ra- 
dio gives skiers the freedom to 
do their own thing, while still 
being able to get back together 
to explore a ski run, grab 
lunch, or meet at the end of the 
day. 

So as you might guess, 
most of the conversations I 
monitored in Aspen were in 
plain English and consisted of 
“Where are you... meet me at 
the top of the lift,” with little 
radio jargon. The typical way 
to initiate a contact was “Hey, 
Bob, are you there?” A few 
folks brought their CB handles 
and “how bout it, come back”’ 
style with them, and one young 
fellow discovered that he could 
get a rise out of others moni- 
toring a channel by using foul 
language and calling people 
names. There were lots of kids 
on the air -- some keeping in 
touch with their parents and 
friends, but I could detect a bit 
of experimentation, checking 
the range, sound and capabili- 
ties of the little transceivers. 

Speaking of range, a 
mountain provides lots of 
range, if youre near the top. 
But in a ski area, it$ also easy 
to get a lot of mountain in be- 
tween you and the person 
youre talking to. The Ski Pa- 
trol and other services on the 
mountain use repeaters to 
maintain reliable communica- 
tion. It ironic that these re- 
peaters are located on top of the 
mountain, providing up to 100 
miles of coverage, but all the 
users are within a mile or two 
of the repeater. The FRS users 
dont have repeaters, and 
sometimes the mountain 
blocks signals, but most of the 
time, people seemed to be able 
to communicate with each 


other without trouble. 
Well, almost without trouble. 
As I was skiing down one run, 
a saw another skier standing 
still, punching buttons on his 
radio. I decided to do an im- 
promptu “Survey” and ask what 
he thought about the radio. He 
SAID it was great — very help- 
ful. But at that moment he 
couldnt prove it. The radios 
for his group all belonged to a 
friend, and he wasnt too famil- 
lar with it. On the ski lift, the 
friend announced that the group 
would switch to another chan- 
nel to “get away from some 
woman who was tying up most 
of the channels.” Unfortunatly, 
my new acquaintance forgot 
what channel he was supposed 
to switch to. He thought there 
were maybe five or six channels 
available. I helpfully pointed 
out that there were 14 channels, 
and as I left him, he was flip- 
ping through them all, calling 
for his group on one channel at 
a time. 

Id call the radios popular; 
I saw more than I expected. On 
the other hand, Id say less than 


hunters sniffing out all three 
foxes which located within 
walking distance of number 1, I 
took out my camera and snapped 
some pictures for future use and 
for copies to the hunters. 

All in all it appeared to be 
an enjoyable fox hunt for all par- 
ticipants, with everyone learn- 
ing something from the 
afternoons efforts, especially 
the Fox Master. 

Lessons learned - by Fox Mas- 
ter 

Place multiple foxes further 
apart from each other while still 
making sure that their signals 
can be heard from the last fox. 

Set up the foxes on frequen- 
cies which are more than one 


one in 200 skiers was carrying 
one. Scanning all 14 channels 
showed brisk activity — the 
scanner rarely stayed quiet for 
more than a few minutes at a 
time. But if I stopped and moni- 
tored any one channel for a 
while, it was quiet most of the 
time. Finding a clear channel 
was never a problem. Then 
again, this was the first year that 
FRS radios were publicly adver- 
tised and available. 

It was obvious that most 
users didnt know how to use 
their CTCSS function, or “pri- 
vacy codes” as some FRS manu- 
facturers call it. All the radios 
have CTCSS, and, deceptively, 
the advertising sometimes mul- 
tiplies the 14 RF channels by the 
38 CTCSS codes to claim 532 
channels. Some people seemed 
surprised and confused to hear 
other voices coming out of their 
speakers. They didnt know that 
they were sharing a radio chan- 
nel with other FRS users. 

More information is avail- 
able in the internet at: 
http://www.fcc.gov/Bureaus/ 
Wireless/Orders/fcc96215.txt 


-FoxS View (continued) 


MHz apart so that an individual 
using a one MHz offset attenu- 
ator will not hear more thaqn 
one fox at a time. 

Lessons learned - by hunters 

When using a tube wrapped 
in foil and your body as a shield, 
turn very slowly so as to be able 
to determine when a null in sig- 
nal occures. 

When snoffing out a fox, 
take a reading at one poinSt you 
know is near the fox and then 
walk a couple of hundred feet 
in another direction and take an- 
other reading. Then 
triangulaqte mentally on where 
you would expect to find the fox. 
Finally start using your eyes and 
look for visual signs of the fox. 
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Meeting 


APRIL 1998 BOARD MEETING 


he monthly Board meeting of the Raleigh Amateur Radio Soci 

ety was held at the Forest Hills Baptist Church on April 21. 
The meeting was called to order by KN4AQ at 7:37p. Members 
present were: KN4AQ,WA4BPJ, KE4FCJ, K4HF, KO4QH, 
WD4RDT, KC4UPX, W4VFJ, KD4YJV, and AC4ZO. 

The total attendance was 21. The agenda was distributed. No 
additions or amendments were listed. The minutes of the March 
meeting were reviewed. On motion by W4VFJ, seconded by 
KO4QH, the minutes were approved. 

A special item was handled immediately. Dick, KD4ISC, in- 
troduced Scott Kiger from T-rific Designs Inc. who’ company sells 
embroidery t-shirts and other items. Scott passed out literature 


Miunutes 


by JEFF WITTICH, SECRETARY 


KN4AQ announced that the Nominating Committee has been 
active to locate a new Exciter Editor. The name of Isreal Pattison 
was put forth as one who would assist with the Exciter and begin 
coming up to speed as the search for the Editor continues. KM4BU 
remains the Editor for now. 

The status of the nets was reviewed in a report by KE40QO. 
He said that all RARS nets have moved to the 145.19 PL 156.7 
repeater. Several net control operators have dropped out, and oth- 
ers are stepping up to the plate. 

Publicity Director KN4AQ reported very favorable media cov- 
erage by four TV stations during the last month. The hamfest, and 
Skywarn are the things which have put us in the news. 


and showed samples of their work. 
Committee Reports: 

KC4UPX gave the FM Committee re- 
port. He said that there has been a delay 
with the building at the Bayleaf site which 
will house our 440 and 220 repeaters. The 
antennas and other equipment has been re- 
ceived and is ready for installation. The 
146.64 machine has moved to a temporary 
location at Musten Communication and is 
operating with a height of about 60 feet, and 
no autopatch. 

KO4QH reported on the Education De- 
partment. She said that the Spring class has 
graduated, and that they have received their 
licenses. A school presentation is being 
planned at an elementary school in Raleigh. 

KE4FCJ, speaking on behalf of Mem- 
bership Services reminded us all to be sure 
to welcome and greet our guests at the Gen- 
eral meetings. The guests can be identified 
by their red name tags. 

KN4AQ gave the hamfest report. He 
said that attendance was down to about 2963, 
but that flea market tables sold out. 

In the Public Service report, Director 
KD4YJV reported four successful events this 
past weekend for the Multiple Sclerosis So- 
ciety. 19 hams participated, and all went 
well. Also, the Special Olympic Summer 
Games are scheduled for the end of May, 
and at this point, David KD4WQU was in- 
troduced to say a few words about the Spe- 
cial Olympics and the upcoming World 
Games in 1999. A long discussion followed 
concerning Special Olympics, other radio 
clubs, etc. but no action was taken by the 
Board on any of it. 


Unfinished Business: 
KE4FCJ has been working on getting information from the 
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church about what kind of tables they would 
like. Since she is still working the issue, the 
item of Tables For The Church has been de- 
ferred until the May Board meeting. 

KE4FCJ has been trying to operate both 
the welcome desk and the sign-in table. This 
has been difficult, and the welcome desk is 
suffering because of it. She has recruited 
Cyndi KD4ACW to operate the sign-in table. 

The item of the Traders Table at the 
RARS General meetings has been discussed 
in previous meetings, and AB4OZ has agreed 
to beef up the Trader Table activity by doing 
a little advertising, and making some signs 
to attract attention to it. 

New Business: 

KE4IXL has agreed to attempt to attain 
501C-3 tax status for the club. This is much 
needed and numerous attempts in the past 
have been unsuccessful. Fred (KE4IXL) has 
hit the ground running, and is in the process 
of filling out forms. 

WA4BPJ opened the annual budget exercise 
by giving the Treasurer’ report. He said that 
RARS membership is 328. 

Mike then distributed a line item budget 
workup for discussion. The income and ex- 
pense items for the current year were dis- 
cussed, but time did not permit any discus- 
sion of next years’ budget plan. 
Announcements and Comments: 

There were no Board member an- 
nouncements of comments. 

With this completing the business, on 
motion by KE4FCJ, the meeting adjourned 
at 9:58pm. 


Meeting 


MAY 1998 GENERAL MEETING 
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Minutes 


by JEFF WITTICH, SECRETARY 


he regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 

was held on May 5, 1998 at the Forest Hills Baptist Church 
on Clark Avenue. The meeting was called to order at 7:33p by 
President Gary Pearce, KN4AQ. Gary welcomed 78 members 
and 5 guests. 

Mike WA4BPJ gave the treasurers report. He said the 
RARS checking account contains $12.943.39; The savings 
account has $4,176.87; and the investment account is $13,453. 
RARS 
membership is about 328. 

Bernard, KC4UPX gave an update on the repeater 
situation. He said that the new tower is up at Bayleaf, and that 
the 440 and 220 machines will be moved to the new tower as 
soon as the new building is complete. The .64 machine is 
currently located on a 60 foot tower near Blue Ridge road on the 
West side of Raleigh. 

Lynn, KO4QH asked the Crystals for assistance staffing 
a table at the Susan Komen Foundation’ Race For The Cure, a 
fund raising event for breast cancer. She would like to sponsor a 
table at the event and also have members participate in some of 
the various events held. 

Reed Whitten, AB4W, NC Section Manager took the 


podium, and described a recent Skywarn operation. Then he 
introduced Thomas Babb, KF4JKQ, the new Skywarn EC who 
said a few brief words. Reed then introduced John, N4YRD, the 
new Wake County EC who also said a few words. 

A Special Election was held to fill the position of Net 
Manager. The Nominating Committee put forth the name of 
Mike Milan, KE4OQO, and the floor was opened for nomina- 
tions. On motion by 
WA4PEN, seconded by KD4WQJU, the nominations were closed. 
On motion by N4ZVU, seconded by KF4JKQ, Mike was elected 
to the position of Net Manager. 

A couple of miscellaneous announcements were made 
by the President: The Durham hamfest will be held on May 23, 
and Judy KE4JRL has tickets available. Also, Jeff AC4ZO is 
accepting returned library materials in the absence of Bobbie, the 
RARS Librarian. 

At this point, Gary introduced Mike, WA4BPJ with the 
program for the evening, which was Field Day — A Preview. 

Door prizes went to KF4FJM, KE4NGM, AD4ZE, 
KF4USQ, AB40Z, and KD4WQU. 

On motion by AC4ZO, the meeting adjourned at 9:26p. 


Repeater Report: 64 Repeater 
Finds A Good Home 


‘Sa news regarding the 146.64 re 
peater! Weve found a home for it, 
thanks to many, many hours of negotiation 
by RARS’FM/Repeater Chairman, Bernard 
KC4UPX, and help from Section Manager 
Reed Whitten AB4W. 

The repeater will be located on a 
tower near the I-440 Beltline and Hillsboro 
St. Well be up above 200' AGL (but wete 
not sure exactly how far yet), probably on 
the southeast side of the tower. At the re- 
quest of the tower owner, wete not saying 
which of the several towers in that area has 
offered us space. 

So, when will we be on the air from 
the new site? It still going to be a while. 
We couldnt order an antenna, feedline and 
mounting hardware until we knew exactly 


what kind of tower wed be on. The equip- 
ment has now been ordered, but delivery 
will take about two months. Once it8 in, 
we hope that installation will be quick. But 
we can no longer do our own tower climb- 
ing and antenna work, so we have to hire 
an insured crew to handle it. 

Werte also waiting for delivery of 
a new repeater, built by Danny Hampton 
K4ITL, and the PCRN repeater building 
crew. This machine will be similar to the 
other PCRN repeaters — it should work well 
and sound good. But Danny schedule has 
been very full, and finding time to complete 
the repeater isnt easy. 

Danny tells us it8 nearly finished. 
Well want to test it from the temporary site 


at KD4RAAS$ business for a week or two 
before moving it to itS final site (where 
maintenance access will be more difficult). 

Meanwhile, progress continues on 
the 224.64 and 444.525 machines. The old 
tower is now history, and all the equipment 
has arrived for antennas on the new tower. 
Wete waiting for the small building at the 
base to be constructed. Once that’ done, 
everything will be installed, and well be 
back on the air. 

We cant than Bernard enough for 
the time he& put into this project. Since he& 
mostly dealing with commercial operations, 
he’ had to do a lot of club work from ‘9 to 
5,” extending his own job many hours into 
the evening. 


June 2nd 


June 6th 


June 15th 


June 16th 
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JUNE 1998 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


RARS General Meeting; June 23rd 
ForestHills Baptist Church, 

7:30 PM All are welcome! 

For more information contact _ 

any RARS officer. June 27th- 
Race For the Cure; For June28th 


information concerning RARS 
participation in this event 
contact Lynn, KO4QH at 
787-1111 

ARRL June VHF QSO Party; 
For more information check 
QST or visit the ARRL Web 
Site at http://www.arrl.org 
RARS Advisory Board 
Metting; Forest Hills Baptist 
Church, 7:30 PM All RARS 
members are welcome! For 
more information contact any 
RARS officer. 


P.O. Box 1069 


Smith & Holmes, P.C. 


Raleigh, NC 27602 
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Crystals Meeting; Golden 
Corral, Hwy 70 For more 
Information contact Lynn, 
KO4QH at 787-1111 

ARRL Field Day; For 
information on RARS Field Day 
activities read this issue of 
Exciter or contact Mike, 
WA4BPJ at 847-4641 


Robert P. Holmes 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Motor Vehicle Negligence 
& Workplace Injuries 


(919) 832-5000 
FAX 832-5080 
KE4FUD 


